& October 2024 Encounter

; Ankeny Presbyterian Church: 317 SE Trilein Dr, Ankeny, |A 50021
: E ;

Phone: 641-430-3501

A Word from Pastor Eric

October is stewardship month at APC! It will be a great time to focus on strengthening the
mission and ministry of our church as we focus on the theme “Joyfully Sharing God’s Love”.

In worship, we will spend the month on the topic “The Upside-Down Kingdom”, which is about
the Kingdom of God which Jesus proclaimed and which was central to his life and ministry. If
we want to follow Jesus, this is important stuffl Each Sunday will also feature a Minute for
Mission at which different congregation members will address our stewardship theme. We
share God’s love through our giving and our living, and this will be a chance to focus on both.
The dedication date for financial pledges is October 27.

On October 6, we will not only recognize World Communion Sunday, but also receive the Peace
and Global Witness Offering, which is one of the four denominational offerings of the
Presbyterian Church (USA) and is used both locally and throughout the world to work for peace
in situations of conflict. APC is one of only a few churches in our Presbytery that take part in all
four denominational offerings, which highlights the importance of mission to our congregation.

Throughout the month, our adult discipleship ministries will continue with numerous Bible study
opportunities. The Sunday school class | am leading called, “Pro-Future Faith” will extend
through the end of the month. On Tuesday, October 15, at 6 pm, our AMOS team will be
sponsoring a showing of the movie “God and Country”, which explores the topic of Christian
nationalism, and its subversion of authentic Christian faith. A discussion will follow, led by
Connie Ryan from the Interfaith Alliance of lowa.

October will also highlight our outreach efforts. On Wednesday, October 30, we will once again
hold our community-wide Trunk or Treat event, which is always an enormous success in serving
our neighbors. Finally, as we make our way through October, you will be hearing about plans
for November 3 to be an Invitation Sunday. You will be encouraged to consider people you
might invite to worship that day, and provided tools to help you do so. Our Outreach Committee
hopes this will be the first in an ongoing series of invitation events designed to help our
congregation share the good news of God’s love with ever more people.

| hope you will join us for worship, discipleship, mission, outreach, and fellowship this month as
we rededicate ourselves the work of God’s kingdom.

Your Companion in the Journey,

Pastor Eric



Joyfull
y _ y ...... I have told you these things so that my JOY may be in you
S harl n g and that your JOY may be complete. John 15:11

God’s Love

Stewardship Campaign — Fall 2024
“Joyfully Sharing God’s Love”

Every autumn, the Stewardship and Finance Committee invites members and friends to help us prepare for the
coming year by considering your financial commitment to APC. Your pledges and support are what make APC'’s
mission possible. Whether it is worship or mission, outreach or education, programming, staffing or facility
maintenance, everything that transpires at APC results from us working together and supplying the resources to
answer God'’s call to our congregation.

Our focus this fall is the Joy that is ours as we connect our lives to God. In John 15:11, Christ said “....| have
told you these things, so that my Joy may be in you and that your Joy may be complete.” This verse describes
Joy as an inner sense of well-being, a peace that does not depend on external circumstances that is available
to us. ltis an invitation to live out our mission statement of “sharing God'’s love” with this Joy.

Several APC members will share their personal messages, faith stories and the joy of serving at APC on the
Sundays of October. We invite you to contemplate the Joy you embrace as you serve and offer your gifts here
as well.

Beginning Sunday October 6th, we will have informational stewardship packets available for all members and
friends. Please look for yours, as well as for more information in the coming weeks.

In Christian Fellowship,
The Stewardship and Finance Committee

Bonnie McCaughey, Committee Chair; Jean Haberichter, Heather Housker, Audrey Kobus, Steve
SchraderBachar, Chris Wehrman, Lee White, Scott Wood, and Pastor Eric Pasanchin

OUR COROZAL, EL SALVADOR PARTNERSHIP

Have you ever felt unimportant or even invisible; powerless or even hopeless? | know | have. God’s intention is
for each of us to know our worth, which is immeasurable to God. Luke 12:7 tells us: Indeed, the very hairs of
your head are all numbered. Don't be afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows. When you sit with that
thought for a few minutes, it is incredibly hopeful and powerful.

Our partnership with Corozal, El Salvador has a purpose far beyond trying to solve their problems caused by
decades of poverty, violence and war, and a government that invests too little into the basic needs of its populace.
When we visit, face-to-face, with the Corozal leadership they tell us the most important gift we bring to them is
not the food baskets or medicines, although they are grateful for the needed items. The most important gift we
bring is ourselves and our friendship.

What does that mean? First of all, it is very humbling to know how much our presence means to them, and they
are very sincere. They are delighted to see both new faces and old friends when a delegation comes. They tell
us they pray FOR US! Again humbling. Our presence, on behalf of the APC congregation, brings them a sense
of visibility, of value, of knowing that a group of friends in another country finds them of worth. Our friendship



builds on that sense of worth. We are important to them, and they are important to us. Our 20+ years of
partnership has also brought a powerful sense of trust between us.

The families of Corozal have many problems that we can’t begin to solve. But perhaps our partnership is not
intended to “solve their problems.” They have just as many smart people in their community as we do. They do
lack the financial resources and civic supports that we take for granted in Ankeny, lowa. Perhaps we are already
fulfilling our purpose as partners with Corozal, without the problem-solving. We have broadened our
understanding of life in El Salvador. We see God working in the lives of our partner .
families and how they give thanks to God for all their blessings. We can see God'’s
spirit in them and through them. Again humbling. We bring them our friendship and
the knowledge that we find them valuable. We truly are sisters and brothers in
Christ.

In the months ahead, we will partner with Corozal on another project to benefit their
community. This will be a project of their choosing and updates will be shared as
that progresses. This partnership would not be possible without both your spiritual
and financial support. Please pray for our partners as they pray for you. May this
partnership be a blessing for us all.

Marcia McAdoo, APC liaison for the Corozal partnership

Photo: Maria Rosa Jimenez, Marcia, Maria Cruz Chacon, June 2024

PEACE AND GLOBAL
WITNESS
OFFERING

“For | am planting seeds of peace and prosperity among you. The grapevines will be heavy with fruit. The earth
will produce its crops, and the heavens will release the dew. Once more | will cause the remnantin Judah and
Israel to inherit these blessings.” Zechariah 8:12 (NLT)

In Zechariah, the prophet Zechariah casts a vision for peace. Peacemaking is central to the gospel and mission
of the Church.

This year marks the 40" anniversary of the PCUSA Peacemaking Offering. APC will collect this Special Offering
on October 6%, World Communion Sunday.

50% of this Offering supports the work for peace and reconciliation being done by Presbyterians across the
globe. 25% of the Offering will be used by our Presbytery and Synod for peacemaking efforts in their regions.
The remaining 25% will be used by APC to support local peacemaking efforts. The Mission Committee has
chosen to designate this portion of the Offering to the local International Rescue Committee (IRC).

The IRC provides emergency relief, protection, rehabilitation assistance, resettlement services and advocacy for
refugees, and victims of oppression or violent conflict. Their mission is to help people whose lives and livelihoods
have been shattered by conflict or disaster to survive, recover and gain control of their future.

Through participation in the Peace & Global Witness Offering, our church is extending Christ’s peace throughout
our community and our world. Peace begins with each of us.

If you wish to give electronically, donations may be made by credit card online at pcusa.org/peace-global or via
texting PCUSAPEACE to 41444,

“If we all do a little, it adds up to a lot!”



IOWA HOMELESS YOUTH CENTER

Thank you! to everyone who contributed to the meal that
was delivered to the Youth Center in September! We get
notes of appreciation every month for the meals that we
provide.

~“®—= The meal for October will be meatloaf, mashed or party potatoes, fresh fruit,
apple crisp and ice cream. It will be delivered to the Youth Center on Monday, October 14th. Sign-up sheet
for food contributions is on the Mission table.

In addition to the meal, any personal care items or clothing placed in the bin beneath the Mission table will also
be delivered. The Center seeks donations of the following:

¢ Undergarments and socks (adult sizes)

e New or gently used clothing, suitable for work or school (adult sizes)

e Hygiene products (shampoo, deodorant, toothbrushes, toothpaste, shaving supplies)
» Feminine hygiene products

» Laundry detergent

e Bedding

o Towels

Contact Carla Yeager at (515) 669-8620 or yeagercc@msn.com.

A Mid-lowa
Organizing Strategy

AMOS is a broad-based organization of faith congregations, neighborhood groups, and nonprofits working
together to develop citizen leaders, strengthen community institutions, and advocate on the issues
important to families. Together, AMOS leaders are working to build relationships across lines of race,
income, citizenship status, geography, and religion in Des Moines and surrounding suburbs, Ames, and
rural Polk, Story, and Warren counties and Perry. APC is a member of this organization.




What is AMOS up to in Ankeny?

In addition to participating in the broad organization, a subgroup of Ankeny based AMOS participants
meet quarterly to discuss issues specifically affecting our members and the greater Ankeny community.
Here are some updates on the issues that we are currently addressing.

ACSD

A key focus for the Ankeny AMOS group is supporting the Ankeny Community School District. They’ve met
with members of the school board, the superintendent, representatives of the Ankeny police department,
teachers, and students. Discipline and effective communications are key concerns. The group has also
met with the Des Moines Public School officials and leaders of the Let's Talk Now program.

Let's Talk Now is a stand-alone nonprofit entity and AMOS's newest member institution. In 2013, Let's
Talk emerged out of an AMOS organizing process to disrupt the school to prison pipeline and decrease
the disproportionate number of students of color suspended and referred to the juvenile justice system.
Today, Let's Talk mediators are embedded in more than 10 Des Moines Public Elementary and Middle
Schools.

Housing

Work continues on affordable housing through the Community Land Trust (CLT) initiative. Initially focused
primarily in the Des Moines area, this initiative has expanded to include all of Polk County and AMOS
participants. CLT leaders have been presenting to various groups in the communities, educating on the
initiative and looking for community participants that are interested in this work. A presentation is
scheduled with the Noon Ankeny Rotary group in October.

Transportation

The DART team is in a research phase building their constituency of DART riders and supporters to
reimage the central lowa transportation system. Funding continues to be a critical concern for this
initiative.

Upcoming Events

o "Building Bridges & Organizing Communities" Seminarin Perry on October 5, 2024, 9:00 am - 4:00
pm. This is an ecumenical seminar scheduled to explore issues faced by both urban and rural
communities in lowa. The program will include a presentationby the ISU Shrink Smart research team.
Leaders from many denominations will be participating in this event, including The Presbytery of Des
Molnes’ Amgad Beblawi and lan McMullen. Lunch will be catered by The Hotel Pattee. The event is free.
Participants must register (for lunch count) at www.amosiowa.org/bridges-seminar.

e The Annual AMOS Variety Show will be held on Saturday, November 9, 2024 at 7pm at the Ames
United Church of Christ. A silent auction and refreshments will be part of the evening. Tickets are
available online at www.amosiowa.org/varietyshow . Last year’s event was a huge success. AMOS is
currently looking for acts to fill the evening’s program.

Do any of these perk your interest? Want to know more? Contact Lori SchraderBachar at
lori.schraderbachar@gmail.com.



A Mid-lowa
Organizing Strategy

IOWA BUIL|
ORGANI7) AUNITIES SEMINAR

Join AMOS & statewide faith leaders to build a new kind of organization in lowa's
rural communities through:
e Relationship building across geographic and religious communities
 Sharing challenges and opportunities facing lowa's smaller congregations

and communities
e Finding common solutions to local problems

e Acting in solidarity to support rural lowa families

Keynote workshop from lowa State University’s Rural Shrink Smart research
on lowa's changing demographic landscape and thriving small communities.

3 o L~
¢ o
MINISTRY & BISHOP DISTRICT BISHOP BISHOP BISHOP DIRECTOR
MISSION EXECUTIVE BIGHAM-TSAI EXECUTIVE CURRENT HALAAS JOENSEN LAZARINI
BEBLAWI UNITED BUTTON-HARRISON ELCA ELCA DES MOINES CHURCH
PRESBYTERIAN METHODIST CHURCH OF THE {(SOUTHEASTERN  {(WESTERNSYNOD)  CATHOLIC DIOGESE ANMBASSAPOR
CHURCH/{(UUSA) CHURCH BRETHREN SYNOD) NETWORK

EXECUTIVE ASSOC. BISHOP REGIONAL PRESIDENT ARCHBISHOP
DIRECTOR CONFERENCE MONNOT MINISTER PATTY WHITFIELD ZINKULA
LUBINUS MINISTER MILLER THE EPISCOPAL CHRISTIAN GHURCH MISSIONARY & DUBUQUE
BAPTIST UNITED GHURGH CHURCH (DISGIPLES OF EDUGATIONALBAPTIST RcCAngch
ARCHDIOCESE

CONVENTION OF CHRIST CHRIST) STATE CONVENTION

Saturday, October 5, 2024 St. Patrick’s Catholic School, Perry

9 AM -4 PM 1302 5th Street
Lunch provided Perry, IA 50220

REGISTER BY SEPTEMBER 27 at AMOSIOWA.ORG/BRIDGES-SEMINAR




WHAT IS CHRISTIAN NATIONALISM?

White Christian nationalism has been in the headlines quite a bit lately. It is not a new concept. Christian
nationalism is an ideology that is based around the idea that the US is a Christian nation, that it was founded as
a Christian nation, and, therefore, it should be a Christian nation today and in the future. American Christian

nationalism has been linked to prejudice towards minority groups. It is accused of playing a central role in the
attack on the Capitol on January 6, 2021, and much more.

Per experts, American Christian nationalists believe the federal government should declare the United States of

America a Christian nation, American laws should be based on Christian values, and being a Christian is
important if you want to be a real American.

Join us for a movie screening and discussion of

GOD & COUNTRY

GODxCOUNTRY

HENDAROCOUNTRYMOVIE

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 15

6:00 PM
Ankeny Presbyterian Church
317 SE Trilein Dr, Ankeny

Following the 90-minute documentary screening, Connie Ryan,

Executive Director of Interfaith Alliance of lowa, will lead us in a

discussion about the rise in Christian nationalism and its impact
on our nation and communities.

About the documentary: Many Christians fear their faith is being hijacked by an extreme right wing
political movement known as Christion nationalism, which is the political ideology in part that
America should be defined as a Christion nation. GOD & COUNTRY takes a closer look at the
implications and explores how a base of Christians has radically stoked a dangerous movement.

GOD & COUNTRY features many of the most prominent and well respected voices of Christionity,
including Sister Simone Campbell, Rev. Dr. William J Barber i, Jemar Tisby, Andrew Whitehead, and
more. The documentary is directed by Dan Partland and produced by Rob and Michele Reiner.

‘\. i INTERFAITH ALLIANCE OF IOWA

A

P3O Box 41086, Des Mames, 1A 50311 | infointeriaithalbanceiova.oig | interdfaithalhancaigwa.org




Yow're ivwited/

‘...................O....
a fundraiser for the

ARABIC OUTREACH CENTER

the mission arm of First Arabic Presbyterian Church

Saturday, October 19, 2024

12:00 noon

Heartland Presbyterian Church
Corner of Hickman Road & 142nd Street in Clive

Soup & salad [unch ($20) e [nspiring stories
First Arabic children’s choir
Live auction e Treats for sale
Sudanese stvle show e anhd more!

Use this QR code to make reservations today!

Reserve single seats,

or a table for seven.
(You can also sign up by
calling 515-777-0429.)

dmpresbytery.org, Latest
Updates, News & Events.




TRUNK OR TREAT

Begger’ Night for the City of
Ankeny will be held on Wednesday,
October 30th from 6-8pm. Once
again, we will be hosting a Trunk or Treat night as a
way of connecting with our neighbors. The
Outreach Committee would like to make this year’s
Truck or Treat event even bigger than last year,
when we served about 400 children! Please be
thinking about your trunk design and start
stockpiling treats. Sign-up sheets for trunks and
donations will appear in fellowship hall. Our goal is
to have at least twenty-five trunks. Please pray that
this event will be a success in communicating love
and care to the families in our neighborhood.

OCTOBERFEST POTLUCK AND
TALENT SHOW

Come join us for brats,
hotdogs, and fellowship on
fé"i?’\—‘-ﬁ) October 20th at 5:30 p.m.
LUNS VY Please bring a side dish to
e share. Drinks and table
service will be
provided. Following the meal, a variety of acts will
be presented in the sanctuary for your
entertainment!

TALENT

G

Reminder: There is still time to get your act on the
schedule so add your name to the sign-up sheet on
the mission table.

SUE TOMLINSON 70™
BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION

On November 12, Pastor Sue
Tomlinson is celebrating her 70%
birthday with an open house here at
the church from 4-7 p.m. Fruit pies and
ice cream will be provided by Sue, along with coffee
and lemonade and will be served by the
Congregational Life Committee. You are invited!
Please email the church office at
office@ankenypresbyterian.org or you may call the
office at 515-964-0264, Please do not call the office
between October 9-22 for Kris will be on vacation but
will be checking her emails. Please make a
reservation by October 29". Dress is casual.

HAPPY 60TH BIRTHDAY!

On November 24, we will be
celebrating our church's 60th
birthday with brunch after the
morning service. For this special
5 occasion | am putting together a
| display with pictures, old
- directories, whatever | can find. If
you have a picture, article, or piece of memorabilia
(such as your wedding picture taken in our
sanctuary) that you would like to share, please get a
printed or digital copy to me by November 10.
Thank you, Jane Middents

(Email is jmiddents@yahoo.com)

MORNING BIBLE STUDY

V\bmen s‘-
Bible~.” A\ . )
Study>y -%4\{ Women's Weekly Monday Morning

Bible Study will begin on October 7th
at 9:00. We meet every Monday morning, except the
third Monday of the month on which PW meets. We
will start this year with a Max Lucado study called
Help Is Here: Finding Fresh Strength and Purpose in
the Power of the Holy Spirit. All are welcome. Please
join us in the Library October 7th.

WANTED: ALL
VETERANS!

Worship committee is
working on our veteran
dedication Sunday. If we do not have your picture
to include on our display, please contact Sandy
Taylor or Kris in our office so we can include you.
Qﬁ[@@ APC is a welcoming and inclusive
spiritual community. We have a
unique and important way of sharing God's
inclusive love and making that tangible in people's
lives. What a great gift and message to
share! Many of our neighbors and friends may be
looking for a community like APC, but may not
know about us. A personal invitation is the best
way to let someone know! November 3 is being set
as an Invitation Sunday. No registration or
additional time commitment needed - just invite

someone to go with you to worship with APC on
November 3.

INVITATION SUNDAY -
NOVEMBER 3, 2024




EXTRA HELP NEEDED IN
SOUND ROOM

The Worship committee
needs help in the AV room
with sound, projection, and
streaming. It only takes time
during worship or an extra 90 minutes or so for
Media. We have excellent trainers with lots of
experience. Your prayerful consideration is
appreciated.

HELP: BLOOD PRESSURE CHECKS

APC offers blood pressure checks the second
Sunday of the month to help keep our congregation
healthy. This is thanks to Jo DeHart and Phyllis
Christensen. Phyllis is moving to Oregan in the
middle of October. We are truly sorry to see her
leave us and we thank her for all she has done while
at APC. Therefore, help is needed. If you are
interested in helping APC with this ministry, please
contact Jo DeHart at tidehart5@msn.com or Marcia
Flaugh at marjo6569@amail.com

KRIS’S VACATION

Kris Jackson, Administrator will be on vacation from
October 10th-21% She will be back in the office on
Oct 239, | will be checking my email while | am gone
so feel free to contact me by calling 641-430-3501
or emailing me at office@ankenypresbyterian.org.

HAVE A PLAN TO VOTE!
It's a freedom and a privilege
many don't have. Be informed.
Make a difference. You have
the right to do so!

A Thanks to your generosity,
ﬁ the Mission Committee
gl delivered 282 items of

underwear, leggings and

joggers to East and

Southeast Elementaries

- Thank you
B S0 much!

this past week!

We want to thank Eric and Anne
Dirks for their visits and calls during
%! Carolyn Staub's last week. Also
thankyou for all the prayers and
cards. Everyone who assisted with
the funeral and preparing and
serving the meal was greatly appreciated. The
support of the APC family was greatly
appreciated. Wehage and Nutt family

PASS IT ALONG: THE APC
CHURCH VAN IS FOR SALE

Session has approved the sale of
the van as it has had limited use
in the past few years. The 15-passenger, 2012
Chevrolet Express Van has 34,000 miles on it, the
tires are almost new, the interior is clean, and the
body work is in good shape. Facilities' Committee
has made sure it is driven regularly and is well
maintained. Edmunds and the Kelley Blue Book
valuations average is $22,861. If you or someone
you know is interested, please contact the church
office or Del Konopka

MEDICAL EQUIPMENT

We have medical equipment
available for checkout in classroom
= 303, there is a checkout sheet for
you to put your name on. The items
we have are bath chair and stool,
canes, crutches, walkers,
wheelchairs and exercise/stander.
We are still in need of an extra-large wheelchair for
our inventory.



Hospitality

GREETERS:

6th: Lee & Alice white, Tim Little & Carla
Yeager

13!: Chuck & Karen Miller, Mary Ellen Fischer

20': Ray & Lola Peters, Gerry & Karen
Pedersen

27" Gary & Theresa Shivvers, Becky
Stadlman

USHERS:

6. Ron & Sue Faerber

13t Jill & Jay VanderWilt

20%: Bonnie & Rich McCaughey
27%: Dale & Jan Smith

WORSHIP LEADER:
6'":  Bonnie McCaughey
13%: Rich Flaugh

20%: Phil Pease

27'™: Carla Yeager

WELCOME DESK:
6" Del Konopka
13!: Marge Hennings
20': Jo DeHart

27t: Ken Nelson

HOME COMMUNION:
Joyce Mc Cloud - Jerry & Kathy Brown
Allyn Lamp - Gary & Janie Owens
Nadine Greiman - Cathy Bucklin &
Mary Weeks
Emily Wycoff - Lola Peters
Al & Cathy Overbaugh - Jay & Jill VanderWilt
Verne & Kelly Murray - Del & Rick Konopka

Celebrations

BIRTHDAYS

18t Pastor Eric Pasanchin
2"d: Leah Ingwerson
2": Larry Zach

4th: Neiley-Joy Musoro
6t": Robyn Biehl

7th: Ron Van Heukelom
12t Eli Brooks

12t": Addie Brooks
13t: Max Brewbaker
13th: Dave Lawson
15%: Erica Doud

19%: Franklin Kobus
24" Sondra Lazear
281: Dan Hucka

30%: Liam Doud

ANNIVERSARIES:

4th: Brent & Gail VanderWilt

20%: Chuck & Karen Miller

22M: Jason & Jessica Ingwerson
27" Bonnie & Rich McCaughey
28t Steve & Lori SchraderBachar
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